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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 
College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 
Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 

School Library Program Vision  
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To create collaborative relationships between school librarians and 
classroom teachers which transforms the school library program into a 
support system that strengthens the curriculum by bridging the 
informational literacy gap.



Research Skills Introduction
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• The goal for the Library Research Skills Guidance is to reinforce 

classroom curriculum content with relevant library resources

• Librarians and classroom teachers should work as a team to 

incorporate literacy skill into the College-and-Career Readiness 

Standards

Research Skills Introduction
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• School libraries are now places where many forms of print and 

electronic resources are used efficiently to teach information 

literacy skills

• School librarians play a critical role in teaching information 

literacy skills so that students can acquire, evaluate, interpret, 

and apply information



Research Skills Collaboration
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• The active participation of teachers is essential to a successful 
school library program

• Because of the collaborative effort to teach research skills, the 
guide does not address scope and sequence

Library Skills Reading the Guide
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Each skill has four elements 

• Grade Level

• Curriculum Connection

• Instructional Plan

• Resources



SEVENTH GRADE
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Seventh Grade Curriculum Connection
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WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content.

W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions for further 
research and investigation.



Seventh Grade Instructional Plan
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★ Students will write an argumentative essay on an assigned topic from 
Earth and Space Science Content Strand. 

★ The librarian will teach students how to use MAGNOLIA Explora to find 
information. 

★ The librarian will show students how to find print materials in the 
library using the OPAC system.

★ The librarian and science teacher will collaboratively teach how to 
format the essay’s outline and create citations.

Seventh Grade Instructional Plan
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★ The essay should contain at least five paragraphs with an introduction, 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Students should write a claim, 
evidence to support claim, and conclusion statement. The essay should 
contain a works cited page.

★ Students should use at least two sources (MAGNOLIA and a print 
source) to write the essay. 

★ The librarian and science teacher will collaboratively help students find 
information and compose the argumentative essay.



Seventh Grade Resources
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★ Science topics (e.g. climate change, green living, natural resources)

★ MAGNOLIA Explora

★ Earth and Space Science print resources and periodicals

★ Purdue Owl MLA 8th Edition

Seventh Grade Resources
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http://web.a.ebscohost.com/web/src_ic/home?hid=4214&preview=false&usrNo=-25670035
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Seventh Grade Resources
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EIGHTH GRADE
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Eighth Grade Curriculum Connection
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W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the relationships between information and ideas 
efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.8.9.a Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns 
of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered 
new.

Eighth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ Students will work together in small groups to read, discuss, compare 
and analyze traditional and modern fairy tales. 

★ Students will select a traditional fairy tale as well as a modern version 
that will be read outside of class.

★ Students will research information regarding the traditional story, 
author, and time period. The librarian will help students gather 
necessary information to research fairy tales. 



Eighth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ After creating a venn diagram comparing the original fairy tale to 
modern version, students will create a book trailer promoting the 
modern version. 

★ Students will create QR Codes or something similar to publish book 
trailers.

★ The librarian and English teacher will collaboratively teach how to 
create book trailers and QR codes.

Eighth Grade Resources
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★ School librarian will collaborate with public libraries to find picture 

books and other print resources to research the traditional fairy tale. 

Librarian will reserve print or digital copies of the modern version of the 

fairy tale. 

★ Book trailer app or program - Vimeo, Animoto Lite, PowToon

★ QR Code Generator app or program

https://vimeo.com/
https://animoto.com/
https://www.powtoon.com/
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/


Eighth Grade Resources
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Eighth Grade Resources
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NINTH GRADE
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Ninth Grade Curriculum Connection
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RL.9.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each 
treatment.

RI.9.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary 
significance, including how they address related themes and concepts.



Ninth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ Students will write a narrative essay comparing two pieces of artwork 
portraying the Civil Rights Movement after reading “Letters from 
Birmingham Jail” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

★ The librarian will teach students how to use Mississippi Digital Library 
and other websites to find artwork and background information on the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

★ The librarian will teach students how to find and evaluate quality 
Internet sources.

★ The librarian and English teacher will collaboratively teach how to 
format the essay’s outline and create citations and in-text citations.

Ninth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ The essay should contain at least five paragraphs with an introduction, 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Students should write an 
introduction with a thesis statement, information about the two pieces 
of art, and conclusion statement. The essay should contain a works 
cited page.

★ Students should use at least two sources (Mississippi Digital Library and 
an Internet source) to write the essay. 

★ The librarian and English teacher will collaboratively help students find 
information and compose the narrative essay.



Ninth Grade Resources
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★ Mississippi Digital Library

★ OH Freedom! Explore History in Art

★ Purdue Owl MLA 8th Edition

★ Website Evaluation Guide

★ “Letters from Birmingham Jail”

Ninth Grade Resources
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http://www.msdiglib.org/
http://africanamericanart.si.edu/art
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://media.easybib.com/ebook/mla_websiteeval.pdf


Ninth Grade Resources
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Ninth Grade Resources
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TENTH GRADE
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Tenth Grade Curriculum Connection
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W.10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 

update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of 

technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display 

information flexibly and dynamically.



Tenth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ This virtual timeline can be taught cross-curriculum with the librarian, 
World History teacher, and English teacher.

★ Students will write an informative timeline analyzing aspects of the 
Renaissance and Reformation as part of Elizabethan England. This 
lesson can be aligned with the Shakespeare unit in English II. 

★ The librarian will reinforce how to use MAGNOLIA Academic Search 
Premier and History Reference Center and other websites to find 
information on Elizabethan England.

★ The librarian will teach students how to find and evaluate quality print 
and Internet sources.

Tenth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ The librarian and World History teacher will collaboratively teach how to 
use Sutori Digital Storytelling Tool to create a virtual timeline and create 
citations.

★ The timeline should contain at least 5 sections. There should be a title, 
introduction, and conclusion. The conclusion should contain the works 
cited of sources used.

★ Students should use at least four sources (MAGNOLIA database, 
Internet source, print source) to create the timeline. 

★ The librarian and World History teacher will collaboratively help 
students find information and create the virtual timeline.



Tenth Grade Resources
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★ Purdue Owl MLA 8th Edition

★ Website Evaluation Guide

★ MAGNOLIA Academic Search Premier and History Reference Center

★ Sutori Digital Storytelling Tool

Tenth Grade Resources
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https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://media.easybib.com/ebook/mla_websiteeval.pdf
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/search/basic?sid=00a9fa11-cdd1-48c9-9213-a05c95666c44%40sessionmgr101&vid=0&hid=123
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/hrc/search/basic?sid=0404c23c-e247-4efd-bf8a-ec53d0c1a288%40sessionmgr101&vid=0&hid=123
https://www.sutori.com/education


Tenth Grade Resources
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ELEVENTH GRADE
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Eleventh Grade Curriculum Connection
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RST.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
summarize complex concepts, processes, or information presented in a 
text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate terms.

SL.11.5 Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Eleventh Grade Instructional Plan
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★ Students will write an pro/con speech analyzing different aspects of 
genetic testing and medical ethics. This lesson can be aligned with the 
reading of  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.

★ The librarian will teach students how to use MAGNOLIA Academic 
Search Premier and procon.org to find information on the medical 
ethics and genetic testing.

★ The librarian will reinforce how to find and evaluate quality Internet 
sources.

★ The librarian and science teacher will collaboratively teach how to use 
Piktochart to create an infographic with evidence from the speech.



Eleventh Grade Instructional Plan

41

★ The speech will be made up of 5 parts: introduction, argument 1, 
argument 2, counter argument and conclusion.

★ The printed version of the speech should have in-text citations and a 
works cited page.

★ Students should use a minimum of at least two sources (MAGNOLIA 
database and Internet source) to create the speech. 

★ The librarian and science teacher will collaboratively help students find 
information and compose the informative essay.

Eleventh Grade Resources
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★ MAGNOLIA Academic Search Premier

★ Procon.org

★ Website Evaluation Guide

★ Piktochart

★ Purdue Owl MLA 8th Edition

★ Speech Rubric

http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/search/basic?sid=fd1f59ad-9aa5-4e3d-a05c-b363d4bb36a6%40sessionmgr4007&vid=0&hid=4214
http://www.procon.org/view.background-resource.php?resourceID=006121
http://media.easybib.com/ebook/mla_websiteeval.pdf
https://piktochart.com/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Eleventh Grade Resources
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Eleventh Grade Resources
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TWELFTH GRADE
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Twelfth Grade Curriculum Connection
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RL.12.7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem, 
evaluating how each version interprets the source text. 

W.12.2 Write informative / explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through 
the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.



Twelfth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ Students will write a literary analysis essay on an assigned topic from a 
Shakespearean drama.

★ The librarian will reinforce how to use MAGNOLIA Literary Reference 
Center to find information on the assigned topic.

★ The librarian will reinforce how to find and evaluate quality Internet 
sources.

★ The librarian and English teacher will reinforce how to format the 
essay’s outline and create citations and in-text citations.

Twelfth Grade Instructional Plan
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★ The essay should contain at least eight paragraphs with an introduction, 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Students should write an 
introduction with a thesis statement, evidence to support the thesis, 
and conclusion statement. The essay should contain a works cited page.

★ Students should use a minimum of two sources (MAGNOLIA and an 
Internet source) to write the essay. 

★ The librarian and English teacher will collaboratively help students find 
information and compose the literary analysis essay. 



Twelfth Grade Resources
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★ Topics based on Shakespearean drama

★ MAGNOLIA Literary Reference Center

★ Website Evaluation Guide

★ Purdue Owl MLA 8th Edition

★ Shakespeare Resources

Twelfth Grade Resources
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http://web.b.ebscohost.com/lrc/search/basic?sid=4e413fdd-cb3b-4ca7-8ce2-30ffa5427d39%40sessionmgr102&vid=0&hid=125
http://media.easybib.com/ebook/mla_websiteeval.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Twelfth Grade Resources
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Twelfth Grade Resources
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Twelfth Grade Resources
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Where can I find this...
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The Seventh through Twelfth Grade Research Skills 
document can be found here...

www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learnin
g-environment

Look under Sections 3.5 and 3.6 for the complete guide.

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learning-environment
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learning-environment


School Library Listserv
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To subscribe, send a message to esimmons@mdek12.org 
with “subscribe library” as the subject of the email.

Please include name, role, and name of school and 
district.

Contact Information
Elizabeth Simmons, Staff Officer III
esimmons@mdek12.org | 601-359-2586
www.mdek12.org/ESE/LM
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mailto:esimmons@mdek12.org
mailto:esimmons@mdek12.org
http://www.mdek12.org/ESE/LM

