
LIBRARY SKILLS
KINDERGARTEN - SIXTH GRADE

LAMP 2017 Workshop

Elizabeth Simmons, Staff Officer III
Office of Elementary Education and Reading
Library and Reading Fair

To create a world-class educational system that gives students 
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 
compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 
College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 
Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 

School Library Program Vision  
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To create collaborative relationships between school librarians and 
classroom teachers which transforms the school library program into a 
support system that strengthens the curriculum by bridging the 
informational literacy gap.



Library Skills Introduction
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• The goal for the School Library Skills Guidance is to reinforce 

classroom curriculum content with relevant library resources

• Librarians and classroom teachers should work as a team to 

incorporate literacy skills into the College-and-Career Readiness 

Standards

Library Skills Introduction
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• School libraries are now places where many forms of print and 

electronic resources are used efficiently to teach information 

literacy skills

• School librarians play a critical role in teaching information 

literacy skills so that students can acquire, evaluate, interpret, 

and apply information



Library Skills Scope and Sequence
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• Skills such as Identify and Locate and Library Conduct will 
need to be addressed at the beginning of the school year

• Skills such as Literature Appreciation and Listening and 
Viewing can be repeated several times throughout the year in 
collaboration with classroom content

Library Skills Reading the Guide
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Each skill has five elements 

• Grade Level

• Objective

• Activity

• Resources

• Curriculum Connection



KINDERGARTEN
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Kindergarten Objective
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Role of the Librarian: Identify whom 
to ask for help in the school library.



Kindergarten Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
SL.K.3: Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 

get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood.

SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and 
events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail.

Kindergarten Activity
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Step 1: During a visit to the classroom, the librarian will discuss what 
his/her job is and how he/she will help students.

Step 2: Have the teacher model how to politely ask the librarian for 
help.

Step 3: Have students role play different scenarios that would take 
place in the library.



Kindergarten Resources
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• Role playing name tags

• Scenarios
 Question: Do you have books about ponies?

 Response: Books about ponies can be found in the nonfiction section. 
That section is located over by the tables and chairs. I will show you 
where to find the books in the nonfiction section.

Kindergarten
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What are some other 
questions/answers?



FIRST GRADE

15

First Grade Objective
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Circulation: Select a book and check 
it out from the library.



First Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
RF.1.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding.
RF.1.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct work 

recognition and understanding, rereading, as necessary.

First Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will explain and model the process of selecting a 
book from the proper location.

Step 2: The student will select a book either on their Lexile or Interest 
Level.

Step 3: The student will take books to circulation desk and check out 
the book according to the checkout procedure. 



First Grade Resources
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• Display showing checkout procedure

• Example for book selection
 
 Explain to students how to find books on their reading level if that is 

required by teachers.

“Books are like shoes: they need to be a good fit for you.”

First Grade Resources
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFMAHrwRgV4


First Grade
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How do you teach students 
how to find books on their 

level?

SECOND GRADE
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Second Grade Objective
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Nonfiction: Locate books in nonfiction section 
by using Dewey Decimal classification and 
select nonfiction books on subjects that are 
on the student’s Lexile and/or Interest Level.

Second Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
RF.2.3: Know and apply grade level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 
RF.2.4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension.



Second Grade Curriculum Connection
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Science
E.2.8.4: With teacher support, gain an understanding that 

scientists are humans who use observations and 
experiments to learn about space. Obtain information 
from informational text or other media about scientists 
who have made important discoveries about objects in 
space. 

Second Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will encourage students to talk about topics that    
they are interested in - sports, music, art, etc.

Step 2: The librarian will explain that these subjects are grouped  
together according to a call number.

Step 3: The librarian will model how to find books from the nonfiction 
section.



Second Grade Activity
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Step 4: The different parts of the book will be pointed out - call number 
on the spine.

Step 5: The students will then select a book in the area of his/her 
interest with the assistance of the librarian.

Step 6: Use the same procedure with a topic that is being discussed in 
the science and/or social studies classes. 

Second Grade Resources
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• Nonfiction section (quality signage)

• Shelf markers

• MAGNOLIA - AR Bookfinder or KidsReads



Second Grade Resources
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MAGNOLIA AR Bookfinder
Students, teachers, 

parents, and librarians 

can search in English or 

Spanish to find book 

level or a Lexile™ 

measure, interest level, 

title, award-winners, 

state lists, & CCRS 

Exemplars

Second Grade Resources
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MAGNOLIA KidsReads

Includes thoughtful 

book reviews, 

compelling features, 

in-depth author profiles 

and interviews, and 

excerpts of new releases



Second Grade
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Can this skill help build a 
student’s vocabulary?

THIRD GRADE
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Third Grade Objective
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Encyclopedia: Find at least three different 
subjects in an encyclopedia. 

Third Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
W.3.7: Conduct a short research project that builds 

knowledge about a topic.
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather 

information from print and digital sources; take brief notes 
on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.



Third Grade Curriculum Connection
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Keyboarding Skills
3.2 Computer Operations: Students will demonstrate an 

understanding of parts of a computer and word 
processing tools.

3.3 Keyboarding Skills: Students understand how to touch 
type in order to create text.

Third Grade Curriculum Connection
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Science
L.3.4.1: Obtain data from informational text to explain how 

changes in habitats can be beneficial or harmful to the 
organisms that live there.

L.3.4.3: Analyze and interpret data to explain how 
variations in characteristics among individuals of the 
same species may provide advantages in surviving, 
finding mates, and reproducing. 



Third Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will review the location of the Reference Section and what 
is located there.

Step 2: The librarian will review how the Encyclopedia is organized.

Step 3: The librarian will model the difference between the print version and 
the digital or online version.

Third Grade Activity
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Step 4: Students will be given a topic that is collaboratively chosen by the 
classroom teacher and the librarian to research.

Step 5: Each group will use print version of an encyclopedia to complete a 
scavenger hunt on the topic.

Step 6: Repeat through the year and add MAGNOLIA or another online 
encyclopedia to the lesson once students have mastered using print 
encyclopedias.



Third Grade Resources
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• Print encyclopedias (can be topical or general 
knowledge)

• Scavenger Hunt or Webquests

• MAGNOLIA or other digital encyclopedia

Third Grade Resources
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Science Topic: Reptiles
Students can find information about different 
reptiles using encyclopedias



Third Grade
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Can this skill help students 
develop self-inquiry skills?

FOURTH GRADE
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Fourth Grade Objective
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Subject or Keyword Searching: Convert 
guide or keywords into subject headings that 

will be found in the automated system.

Fourth Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
SL.4.5: Add audio recordings and visual displays to 

presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 



Fourth Grade Curriculum Connection
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Science
E.4.10.2: Use technology or informational text to 
investigate, evaluate, and communicate various forms of 
clean energy generation. 

Fourth Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will create a list of words that will can be related 
to either science and/or social studies key terms or vocabulary.

Step 2: The librarian will ask students to think of related words for each 
word that might be used as subject headings in the automated 
system.



Fourth Grade Activity
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Step 3: Students will find books based on the keywords and help 
create a display on the current classroom unit. (Ready Reference)

Step 4: Repeat skill throughout the year with different science and/or 
social studies unit.

Fourth Grade Resources
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• Automated system

• Computers or tablets

• Word list



Fourth Grade
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How do you teach students to 
use the automated system?

FIFTH GRADE
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Fifth Grade Objective
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Periodicals: Write a current event summary 
based on an article in a periodical.

Fifth Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic.

W.5.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and digital sources.



Fifth Grade Curriculum Connection
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Keyboarding Skills
5.2 Computer Operations: Students will demonstrate an 

understanding of word processing tools.
5.3 Keyboarding Skills: Students understand how to touch 

type in order to create text.

Fifth Grade Curriculum Connection
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Science
L.5.3b.4: Communicate scientific or technical information 

that explains human positions in food webs and our 
potential impacts on these systems. 



Fifth Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will give each student an issue of a magazine or a 
section of a newspaper along with a current event worksheet.

Step 2: Students will use the magazine or newspaper to complete 
current event worksheet.

Step 3: Students will learn how to cite publications.

Fifth Grade Resources
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• Age-appropriate periodicals

• Current event worksheet

• Publication citation guide



Fifth Grade
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How can you elevate this 
library skill?

SIXTH GRADE
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Sixth Grade Objective
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Bibliography: Write a bibliographic citation for 
a book, encyclopedia, online source, and 

magazine which includes author, title, 
publisher, date, and proper punctuation.

Sixth Grade Curriculum Connection
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English Language Arts
W.6.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and 

digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources.



Sixth Grade Activity
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Step 1: The librarian will have each student select resources and write 
bibliographic citations. 

Step 2: The librarian will discuss the purpose and importance of 
citations.

Step 3: Repeat skill for ELA, social studies, and science topics.

Sixth Grade Resources
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• Copies of bibliographies including citations for books, 
encyclopedias, online, and magazines.

• Bibliography worksheet to help guide students in the 
different elements of a citation. 



Sixth Grade
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How is this skill preparing 
students to be college-and 

career-ready?

Where can I find this...
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The Kindergarten through Sixth Grade Library Skills 
document can be found here...

www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learnin
g-environment

Look under Sections 3.5 and 3.6 for the complete guide.

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learning-environment
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/LM/section-3-the-library-learning-environment


School Library Listserv
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To subscribe, send a message to esimmons@mdek12.org 
with “subscribe library” as the subject of the email.

Please include name, role, and name of school and 
district.

Contact Information
Elizabeth Simmons, Staff Officer III
esimmons@mdek12.org | 601-359-2586
www.mdek12.org/ESE/LM
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